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Prologue 

h  starts  with  a  little  spark  in  the  author's  mind.  Perhaps  it  is  something  the)  experience  or  read,  or 
a  letter  from  a  friend,  or  a  suggestion  from  an  editor.  Maybe  it  comes  from  current  events  or  a  facet 
ofdaihj  culture.  So  man)  possibilities  exist.  But  these  ideas  mark  only  the  beginning  of  the  process. 
Writing  must  be  done  and  then  redone.  There  are  editors  to  consult  before  the  finished  cop) 
emerges.  FinalK  comes  the  printing  and  binding.  When  all  of  these  steps  produce  a  published  copy, 
the  creation  begins  to  illuminate  main  more  minds  with  new  ideas,  epiphanies,  and  amusement. 

Literary  II  brlds:  Illumination  of the Mind focuses  on  24  poets  and  novelists  in  various  stages 
of  their  careers  and  their  creative  processes.  All  are  or  were  part  of  a  communit)  of  writers,  and 
other  authors  inspired  them  during  the  course  of  their  careers.  The  displayed  manuscripts,  letters. 
drawings,  and  artifacts  come  from  Bern  Special  Collections.  The)  provide  glimpses  into  favorite 
authors  perhaps  not  considered  before.  This  catalog  shares  the  spark  of  creativity  and  individual 
personality  which  shaped  a  select  group  of  authors  ranging  from  Victorian  times  until  today. 


Expression  through  Writing 

The  evolution  in  the  Western  world  toward  individuals  who  express  themselves  through  writing  has 
been  a  lengthy  proeess.  Before  the  arrival  of  the  printing  press,  the  number  of  Medieval  people  who 
could  share  their  voiees  through  writing  was  severely  limited.  Only  the  educated  elite  eould  read 
and  write,  meaning  royalty,  nobility,  and  court  and  religious  officials,  the  vast  majority  of  whom 
were  men. 

The  number  of  readers  was  even  more  limited  because  of  the  scarcity  of  books.  Scribes,  usually 
monks,  laboriously  copied  books  out  by  hand,  taking  years  to  complete  the  longest  ones.  These 
books  were  enormously  expensive,  each  existing  with  only  a  handful  of  copies.  Or,  all  too  often 
there  was  only  one  copy. 

for  these  reasons,  writing  as  a  means  for  individuals  to  express  themselves  was  rare.  Common 
people  who  chose  to  live  by  their  pen— and  who  knew  how  to  write— usually  sought  rich  and  noble 


patrons  to  support  them.  Such  was  the  case  ol'Ccol'f'rcv  Chaucer,  son  ol'a  rich  \intner  who  could 
pav  lor  his  son's  education.  Chaucer  enjoyed  the  patronage  of  the  English  Duke  John  of  Gaunt,  son 
ofKing  Edward  III.  In  the  dream  poem  TheBokeoftheDuchesse,  written  around  1368,'  Chaucer 
praised  the  duke's  beloved  wile  Blanche,  who  had  died.  Its  success  with  the  Duke  helped  Chaucer 
to  continue  writing.  In  the  last  ten  years  ol  his  life  Chaucer  produced  the  enduring  English  classic. 
The  Canterbury  Tales.  Its  timclessness  is  due  in  great  part  to  how  each  tale  illuminates  the  lives  of 
common  people  as  Chaucer  saw  them. 

\  erj  lew  women  found  the  means  and  the  libertj  to  write.  Of  those  who  did,  some  were  nuns.  Some 
were  royalty  or  nobility.  Christine  de  Pisan.  however,  was  a  common  woman,  daughter  ol'a  court 
astrologer  in  France  who  provided  her  with  an  education.  When  her  husband's  death  left  her  alone 
with  three  children.  Christine  supported  herself  as  a  scribe.  At  the  same  time  she  wrote  poetrj  and 
prose,  most  notably  producing  The  Book  of  the  C  'ity  of  Ladies,  one  of  the  earliest  endeavors  into 
what  would  later  be  labeled  as  feminist  thought."1  She  described  the  life  of  women  in  several  social 
groups,  in  the  process  illuminating  her  intellect  and  well-trained  reasoning  abilities.  I  lowever, 
because  Christine  de  Pisan  died  ten  vears  before  the  invention  of  movable  type,  everything  she 
wrote  and  distributed  had  to  be  made  available  in  handwriting. 

With  the  arrival  of  the  printing  press  circa  1439,3  book  production  became  so  simplified  that  it 
monumentally  increased  the  number  of  "unofficial"  people  able  to  contribute  their  voices  to  written 
culture.  The  upsurge  first  appeared  in  academic,  political,  and  religious  writing.  Eventually  it 
spread  to  other  genres  such  as  poetrj  and  fiction,  available  formerly  onlj  to  the  rich  except  in  the 
case  ol'storv telling •from  memorv. 


Printing  slowl)  expanded  access  of  books  to  anyone  who  could  read.  Ii  led  to  the  birth  of  the 
middle-class  reader,  whose  growing  taste  for  poem  and  fiction,  in  turn,  began  to  support  authors 
who  otherwise  did  not  have  the  financial  freedom  to  write.4  In  1476  William  Caxton  brought  the 

first  printing  press  to  England,  where  he  immediately  began  printing  Chaucer's  The  Canterbury 
Tales.  He  chose  The  Canterbury  Tales  because  of  its  appeal  to  all  levels  of  societ)  and  thus  it  was  a 
book  that  would  attract  a  great  number  of  readers. ' 

\  significant  leap  in  the  evolution  ofwritten  culture  occurred  in  Great  Britain  in  the  eighteenth 
cental)  with  the  blossoming  of  the  hook  trade  and  the  introduction  of  circulating  libraries. 
Circulating  libraries,  which  allowed  readers  access  to  books  for  a  low  fee,  had  such  an  impact  on 
the  book  trade  that  publishers  could  predict  the  success  or  failure  of  their  publications  In  how 
many  books  the  largest  circulating  libraries  would  buy.6  Growth  of  the  written  culture  continued 
into  the  nineteenth  cental)  when  the  Industrial  Revolution  improved  the  printing  press  as  well  as 
produced  less  expensive  paper.  Combined  with  reform  that  provided  education  for  all  social  classes, 
an  explosive  increase  in  reading  material  (especially  in  periodicals  and  serialized  novels)  fed  an 
intensive  growth  in  the  reading  public. 

The  Victorians  produced  authors  in  numbers  never  before  seen.  Women  writers  especially,  such  as 
Christina  Rossetti  and  Elizabeth  Gaskell.  found  new  freedom  in  expressing  themselves  in  writing. 
Still,  several  women  authors,  such  as  George  Eliot,  the  Bronte  sisters.  Lucas  Malet.  and  Louisa  May 
Aleott,  published  at  least  some  of  their  work  under  male  pseudonyms  or  with  initials  that  appeared 
male.  The)  found  more  freedom  in  doing  so.  and  hoped  to  reach  a  broader  readership.  The  practice 
continues  today,  as  withJ.K.  Rowling  and  ll.B.  Moore.  Some  Victorian  men  also  wrote  under 
pseudonyms,  such  as  Charles  Dodgson,  Charles  Dickens,  and  William  Makepeace  Thackeray. 


Again,  the  reason  was  more  freedom  to  express  ilieir  ideas,  perhaps  simply  wishing  DO  keep  their 
personal  lives  from  intersecting— and  possibly  interfering— with  their  public  voices.  Likewise,  men 
continue  the  practice  today,  for  example,  Orson  Scott  Card  who  has  written  under  at  least  five 
pseudonyms. 

The  novel  matured  with  the  improvements  in  publishing,  and  became  the  most  popular  literary  form 
of  the  Victorian  Age.  Authors  befriended  each  other,  critiqued  each  other  (Thaekerav  was  a  prolific 
eritie),  and  formed  literary  eireles  that  became  a  fixed  part  of  the  culture.  For  example,  Dickens 
was  a  close  friend  of  Edward  Bulwer  Lytton,  even  naming  one  of  his  children  after  him.  Thaekerav 
submitted  drawings  for  Dickens'  Pickwick  Papersbtioxt  someone  else  got  the  job.1  Lewis  Carroll 
look  photographs  of  Christina  Rossetti's  famous  brother,  and  the  Rossettis'  uncle  was  Lord  Byron's 
physician,  Arthur  Conan  Doyle  wrote  to  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  to  say  that  Stevenson's  "The 
Pavilion  on  the  Links"  was  the  best  story  he  had  ever  read."  More  rccentlv .  main  Mormon  authors 
befriend  and  support  each  other,  as  with  the  writers' guild,  LDStorv  makers.  The  intersecting  of 
authors'  lives  with  other  authors  seems  an  important  pari  of  the  illumination  taking  place  in  the 
writers"  minds. 

One  of  the  earliest  American  poets,  colonist  Anne  Bradstreet,  sent  her  poctrv  to  England  to  be 
published.  But  the  book  trade  grew  in  America  with  the  colonists.  Printed  political  self-expression 
played  an  important  part  in  the  American  Revolution.  The  writing  of  literary  Americans  matured 
over  lime,  producing  authors  in  the  nineteenth  century,  such  as  Louisa  Mav  Alcoa  and  Wall 
Whitman,  whose  contributions  to  American  literature  caught  the  attention  of  British  writers. 
The  United  States  spread  westward,  and  so  did  its  literature,  providing  a  landscape  to  stir  the 
imagination  of  authors  like  Zane  Crev . 


Mormon  pioneers  brought  the  printing  press  to  I  tali.  Eliza  R.  Snow  published  several  poems  in 
Ohio  newspapers  before  emigrating  to  Utah,  where  she  continued  to  publish.  The  appearance 

of  Mormon  novels  look  a  while,  but  the)  came,  perhaps  lirsi  of  note  in  \ephi  Anderson's  Added 
I  pon.  which  illuminates  the  LDS  view  of  existence  from  pre-Earth  life  to  the  afterlife.  Today 
Mormon  authors  are  establishing  themselves  in  main  genres  with  national  and  international 
readers,  sharing  their  ideas  with  the  world.  The  literan  world  has  become  so  rich  and  complex  that 
old  geographical  and  literan  boundaries  have  blurred  and  faded.  Publishing  houses  abound,  and 
am  child  with  a  dream  can  choose  to  be  a  writer. 

Writing  as  self-expression,  and  the  long  process  involved  in  achievinga  published  work,  has 
changed  over  the  years,  especiall)  with  the  introduction  of  the  Internet.  But  the  basic  steps  of 
illuminating  the  writer's  mind  remain  the  same:  from  idea  conception,  to  planning  it  out.  to  writing, 
rewriting,  editing,  and  publishing. 

And  to  reading.  Writers  have  often  been  influenced  b\  what  the)  have  read,  allowing  the  thoughts 
of  previous  or  contemporary  authors  to  percolate  in  their  minds  and  to  influence  their  own  writing. 
Christine  de  Pisan  wrote  The  Book  of  the  C  'fry  of  Ladies  in  answer  to  Le  Roman  de  la  Rose,  in  which 
two  male  writers  attack  the  dignit)  of  women.9  Chaucer  borrowed  some  of  his  tales  from  Ciovanni 
Boccaccio's  Decameron™  Dickens'  character  Sidney  Carton  in  /  Tale  of  Two  C  iiievwds  inspired 
by  a  character  he  played  in  Wilkie  ( lollins'  play ,  The  Frozen  Deep. ' '  ( mrisiina  Rossetti's  poem 
"Goblin  Market"  influenced  Lewis  Carroll's  AUces  Adventures  in  Wonderland.  Some  of  Lewis 
Carroll's  writing  influenced  Rossetti  in  turn.1"  The  influence  of  reading  on  an  author's  writing  isn'l 
always  traceable,  but  when  it  is.  it  provides  exciting  illumination  into  the  author's  mind. 


And  so  it  is  a  cycle,  from  writer,  to  reader,  to  writer  again.  It  all  contributes  to  an  always  evolving 
illumination  of  the  mind.  -  Valerie  M.  Buck 
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( )n  June  30,  20 1 0  the  lilm  Eclipse,  the  third  installment  of  the  Twilight  series,  opened  throughout 
the  United  States.  Attendance  was  record  setting.  A  projected  five  films  based  on  four  novels  have 
become  a  phenomenon  stretching  beyond  literature  and  film.  People  talk  about  "Team  Edward" 
and  "Team  Jacob"  after  the  two  heroes  of  the  novels— and  have  a  strong  opinion  about  which 
character  is  the  best.  Photos,  calendars,  shirts  and  mentions  of  Tui/ig/i/  in  other  media  are  part  of 
the  /'/////^///wonder.  The  uproar  started  as  a  dream  Stephenie  Meyer,  a  Latter-day  Saint  woman 
from  Arizona,  had  one  night.  Her  books  have  been  published  in  man)  countries  and  languages  and 
the  Minis  are  marketed  worldwide.  Like  many  Mormon  authors,  her  theolog)  impacts  her  literature. 
While  other  LDS  writers  have  not  produced  works  that  have  generated  as  much  press,  they  are 
extremely  successful  in  their  own  genres. 

LDS  writers  in  the  earlv  davs  of  Utah  focused  on  home  literature  designed  lor  Mormons  because 
an  understanding  of  LDS  doctrine  was  necessary  in  order  lo  comprehend  what  was  written. 
While  focused  on  sharing  their  beliefs  through  literature.  Mormons  were  also  aware  of  what  was 


happening  in  the  literarj  world  outside  of  Utah.  Orson  F.  Whitney  wrote  the  poem,  "The  Soul's 
Captain"  in  direct  response  to  William  Finest  Henley's  "Inviclus"  to  show  that  it  is  Christ,  not 
man,  who  guides  the  soul.  In  1 888  while  serving  as  a  bishop,  Whitney  ga\e  an  address  at  the 
Y. M.M.I. A.  Conference  entitled  "Home  Literature."  A  seminal  lecture  on  Mormon  Literature, 
Whitney  claimed,  "We  will  yet  have  Miltons  and  Shakespeares  of  our  own.  God's  ammunition  is 
not  exhausted.  His  brightest  spirits  are  held  in  reserve  for  the  latter  limes.  In  God's  name  and  In  his 
help  we  will  build  up  a  literature  whose  top  shall  touch  heaven,  though  its  foundations  ma\  now  be 
low  in  earth."1 

While  LDS  writers  were  seeking  to  follow  Whitney's  injunction,  non-Mormon  writers  shared  their 
\iews  of  the  Mormons.  These  were  often  shaped  by  rumor  and  innuendo.  In  1 ()  1  2  Zane  Grey  wrote 
Riders  of  the  Purple  Sage.  Despite  liking  the  Mormons  that  he  met  while  in  the  Red  Rock  country, 
Gre)  painted  a  picture  of  Mormon  men  as  both  cowards  and  bullies  who  did  not  obev  the  law.  Even 
though  it  was  written  22  years  past  the  Church's  Manifesto,  abolishing  polygamy  as  a  practice  of 
The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  the  Mormon  men  in  the  novel  were  all  controlling 
polyganusts— or  they  left  the  Church.  They  used  fear  to  keep  Mormon  women  in  their  place.  The 
only  good  Mormons  were  the  ones  like  the  heroine,  Jane,  who  disobeyed  the  leaders  of  their  faith. 
And  in  Utah  their  only  chance  for  survival  was  to  "roll  the  stone"  that  would  result  in  "the  outlet 
to  Deception  Pass  [being]  closed  forever."2  This  is  interesting  given  the  scripture  used  by  LDS 
members  to  describe  the  Church  as  "the  stone  which  is  cut  out  of  the  mountain  without  hands  shall 
roll  forth,  until  it  has  tilled  the  whole  earth. ":i 

Arthur  Conan  Doyle  also  made  sure  the  world  knew  the  perfidy  of  the  Mormons.  A  Study  in  Scarlet, 
the  lirst  outing  of  Sherlock  Holmes,  portrays  Mormon  men  as  lusting  for  money  and  power  and 


unconcerned  with  the  welfare  of  their  wives.  The  heroine  of  the  story,  Lucy,  was  forced  to  many 
young  Enoch  Drebber.  "Lucy  never  held  up  her  head  again,  bin  pined  away  and  died  within  a 
month.  I  ler  sottish  husband,  who  had  married  her  principally  for  the  sake  of  John  Ferrier's  [her 
father]  property,  did  not  affect  any  great  grief  at  his  bereavement."4  Conan  Doyle  based  his 
depiction  of  the  Mormons  on  sensationalized  accounts  written  by  former  members  of  the  LDS 
Church. 

In  1921  Doyle  and  his  family  visited  Salt  Lake  City.  Seventy  years  later,  his  daughter,  Dame  Jean 
Conan  Doyle  remembered.  "'You  know  father  would  be  the  lirst  to  admit  that  his  (irst  Sherlock 
Holmes  novel  was  full  of  errors  about  the  Mormons.'"  she  said.  "'My  brothers  Denis,  Adrian 
and  1  were  all  ven  apprehensive  when  we  got  near  Utah.  We  thought  we  would  be  kidnapped  or 
something. 

'"We  were  all  so  relieved  to  find  out  how  friendly  the  people  really  turned  out  to  be.  Dame  Jean  was 
1 0  at  the  time;  her  brothers  were  1 4  and  1 2. 

"Sir  Arthur  was  to  speak  in  the  Salt  Lake  Latter-day  Saint  Tabernacle,  and  he  would  be  introduced 
by  Levi  Edgar  Young,  U.  of  LI.  professor  ofWestern  history  and  Mormon  general. 

"In  later  years.  Prof.  Young,  in  casual  conversation  with  a  Salt  Lake  Tribune  reporter,  was  asked 
how  Conan  Doyle  could  have  been  so  well  received  in  Utah  in  light  of  A  Study  in  Scarlet. 

"'He  apologized  for  that,  you  know,'"  Young  replied.  "'He  said  he  had  been  misled  by  writings  of 
the  time  about  the  Church."" 


In  1 885  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  and  his  wife.  Fannv  Van  de  Grift  Stevenson,  published  The 
Dynamiter.  One  section  of  the  novel  entitled  "Story  of  the  Destroying  Angel"  also  deals  with  the 
wickedness  and  greed  of  the  Utah  Mormons.  Like  Doyle's  characters,  Abimeleeh  Fonblanque  and 
his  wife  and  daughter,  Lucy  and  Asenath,  claim  to  be  Mormons,  but  keep  themselves  apart  from  the 
rest  of  the  Saints.  Because  of  their  prosperity,  they  are  targeted  by  the  Mormon  elite.  Abimeleeh 
disappears  and  is  electrocuted  bv  their  neighbor.  Dr.  Grierson.  Lucy  chooses  the  same  fate. 
Desiring  Asenath  as  his  wife  for  her  riches,  her  beauty,  and  her  youth.  Grierson  strives  to  perfect 
a  potion  which  will  restore  his  youth.  Asenath  is  sent  to  London  to  wait  for  her  bridegroom,  but  is 
continual!)  under  the  ever  watching  eye  of  Mormonism.  Dr.  Grierson  dies  when  his  youth  potion 
explodes.  Pursued  by  the  Mormons,  Asenath  is  still  in  danger.  Then  it  becomes  clear  that  Asenath 
is  not  Mormon  and  has  never  seen  Utah.  She  is  a  spinner  of  a  tale  that  was  somewhat  believable  to 
her  contemporaries  and  in  fact  is  part  of  a  terrorist  group.  She  tells  a  tale  to  each  of  three  friends  to 
cover  her  tracks  and  in  the  end  falls  in  love  with  one  of  them  and  leaves  behind  the  past. 

( )ne  Victorian  author  decided  to  check  out  the  Mormons  before  condemning  them,  ('harks 
Dickens  went  aboard  the  Amazon  on  June  4,  1 863  to  observe  the  behavior  of  Mormons  who  were 
gelling  read)  to  sail  to  the  United  States.  He  was  prepared  to  give  them  a  lecture  on  their  behav  ior. 
Instead  he  found  "in  their  degree,  the  pick  and  flower  of  England,"  and  complimented  them  in  his 
book  The  Uncommercial  Traveller!' 

During  the  1  940s  several  disaffected  Mormon  writers  published  national  novels  about  the  Mormon 
experience.  Virginia  Sorenson,  Samuel  Woolley  Taylor,  Paul  Bailey,  Vardis  Fisher,  and  Maurinc 
Whipple  were  among  these  writers  known  as  The  Lost  Generation.  Whipple's  (Ham  Joshua  was 
acclaimed  as  the  best  Mormon  literature  had  to  offer  for  main  decades. 


While  the  Miltons  and  Shakespeares  have  yet  to  appear,  some  remarkable  LDS  authors  are 
succeeding  with  international,  national  and  regional  readers.  Brad)  Udall's  nationalk  published 
2010  Dovel,  The Lonely Polygamist,  lias  received  national  acclaim  with  some  saying  that  it  could 
even  be  a  great  American  no\el.'  Other  literary  novels  like  Todd  Robert  Petersen's  Rift,  John 
Bennion's  Falling  Towards  Heaven,  The  Tree  House In  Douglas  Thayer  as  well  as  Bound  on  Earth 
b\  Angela  Hallstrom  were  published  by  small  LDS  publishers  specializing  in  literan  LDS  fiction. 
For  these  writers,  Mormonism  is  integral  to  the  stories  the)  create. 

Deseret  Book  and  its  imprint  Covenant  Communications  are  the  largest  LDS  publishers,  but  main 
other  smaller  publishing  houses  are  appearing.  These  companies  specialize  in  oovels  b)  Mormons, 
for  Mormons  and  about  Mormons.  Jack  Weyland  in  many  ways  is  the  father  of  LDS  novels  for  LDS 
people  in  recent  times.  His  first  novel,  Chart)  .  was  published  in  1 9B0.  Since  that  time.  Weyland 
has  written  more  than  three  dozen  books.  The  big  trend  in  LDS  market  is  genre  publications. 
Scriptural  novels  like  those  published  by  I  LB.  Moore  and  Sariah  Wilson  that  expand  the  stories  of 
certain  scriptural  individuals  like  Nephi  and  Alma,  historieal  novels  represented  b\  Gerald  Lund, 
Annette  Lyon  and  Jennie  Hansen  that  focus  primaril)  on  the  early  days  of  the  Church,  or  suspense 
novels  by  Gregg  Luke.  Stephanie  Blaek  and  Traci  Abramson.  Generally  suspense  novels  have  an 
element  of  mystery  to  them.  Other  mystei)  novels  are  similar  to  cozy  mysteries.  Kerry  Blair.  G.( '.. 
Vandagriff,  and  Josi  killpaek  are  anion"'  those  writing  these  novels.  Romanee  is  still  popular  and 
main  authors  write  in  this  genre  like  Anita  Sianslield.  Rachel  Nunes,  Aubre)  Maee.  Josi  Killpaek. 
Michelle  Ashman  Bell  and  Shannon  Guymon.  The  numbers  of  LDS  writers  grows  ever)  year; 
unfortunately,  the  number  of  readers  is  only  slightly  increasing.  This  leads  to  smaller  royalties  and 
profits  lor  publishers. 


Many  LDS  writers  associate  with  and  support  each  other.  The)  may  participate  in  writing  groups 
or  serve  as  readers  for  their  peers.  Rachel  Nuncs  founded  LDSion  makers  which  is  a  writers'  guild 
for  LDS  writers.  To  join  you  must  have  published  a  book  of  fiction  and  be  LDS.  The  discussion 
of  doctrine  and  politics  arc  taboo.  The  guild  maintains  a  website  where  authors  and  their  bios  arc 
listed.  Links  to  authors'  websites  mav  also  be  given.  LDSion  makers  also  endorses  the  Whitncv 
Awards.  Named  in  honor  of  Orson  F.  Whitncv  and  his  prophecy  that  there  would  vet  be  Mormon 
Miltons  and  Shakespeares,  the  Awards  are  given  to  the  best  fiction  w  ritten  In  LDS  authors  during 
the  year. 

LDS  authors  shine  in  the  national  Young  Adult  field.  Shannon  1  laic  won  a  Newberry  Honor 
Book  award  for  Princess  Academy  and  her  other  novels  and  graphic  novels  are  well  respected. 
Novels  based  on  fain  tales  or  creating  new  fairy  tales  are  written  by  Jessica  Day  George  who  is 
also  published  internationally  and  nationally .  Janette  Rallison  creates  YA  novels  based  at  least 
partially  in  the  real  teen  world.  Becca  Fitzgerald  pens  paranormal  romances  for  older  YA  audiences. 
Aprilynne  Pike's  Wings  series  focuses  on  what  happens  when  fairies  and  their  world  mix  with  the 
human  world.  Carol  Lynch  William  writes  beautifully  about  non-Mormon  polygamy  and  its  impact 
on  a  teenage  girl.  Ann  Dee  Ellis  experiments  w  ith  different  formats  for  her  novels,  increasing  the 
impact  of  the  story.  A.E.  Cannon  has  written  several  popular  novels.  Her  most  recent  is  The  Loser's 
Guide  to  Life  and Love which  is  loosely  based  on  A  Midsummer's  Night  Dream.  Writing  on  a  variety 
of  topics  for  voting  readers.  Kristen  Randle'sbest  known  book  is  The  Only  Ahen  on  the  Planet 

Writers  of  adult  novels  such  as  Anne  Pern  (mystery),  Brcnda  Novak  (romantic  suspense).  Richard 
Paul  Evans  (inspirational  fiction).  Jason  F.  Wright  (inspirational  fiction),  and  Lynn  Kurland 
(paranormal  romance)  are  also  popular  in  their  various  genres.  No  list  would  be  complete  without 
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the-  science  fiction/fantasj  writers  Orson  Scot!  Card.  David  Farland,  Brandon  Sanderson  and 
Brandon  Mull,  to  name  a  few. 

Mormon  literature  lias  come  a  longwaj  since  Orson  F.  Whitney's  discourse,  and  the  possibilities 
are  endless.  Some  LDS  writers  look  outside  their  theological  home  for  ideas  for  their  literature 
while  still  embracing  their  beliefs.  Others  choose  to  write  about  and  for  Mormons.  Others  chose  to 
create  their  version  of  Mormons.  Each  of  these  authors  does  not  exist  in  a  vacuum.  The  ideas  that 
begin  in  their  mind  arc  often  shaped  1>\  interaction  with  other  authors— both  LDS  and  non-LDS.  In 
their  own  ways,  through  their  own  words,  the)  illuminate  Mormons  in  fiction.  -  Kristi  A.  Young 


( Inline  site  for  I  Ionic  Literature:  http://mldb.byu.edu/homelit.htm 
!Grey,Zane.  Riden  of  the  Purple Sage.  Lexington:  Seven  Treasures  Publication,  2009.  Pages  1 77  1 78. 

Doctrine  and  Covenants  (>r>:2. 

'  Doyle,  Sir  Arthur  Conan.  Ware,  Hertfordshire:  Wordsworth  Editions  Limited,  2004.  Page  90. 
'  http://www.adherents.com/lit/article_Doyle.htm] 
'http://blog.beliemet.com/mormoninquiry/2009/04/dickens-on-the-mormons.htm] 

Weist,  Ellen  Fagg.  "Born  to  Tell  Stories."  The  Salt  Lake  Tribune:  May  2. 2010. 


Louisa  May  Alcott  (1832-1888) 


Born  November  29,  1832,  the  daughter  of  Bronson  and  Abigail  May  Alcott,  Louisa  made 
her  appearance  on  her  father's  birthday.  Bronson  was  unable  to  support  his  family,  and  as  a 
young  girl  Louisa  vowed,  "I  will  do  something,  by  and  by.  Don't  care  what,  teach,  sew,  act, 
write,  anything  to  help  the  family;  and  I'll  be  rich  and  famous  and  happy  before  I  die,  see  if 
I  won't."1 

Alcott  succeeded  beyond  what  anyone  could  predict.  Alcott's  writing  career  began  with  a 
short  poem,  "Lines  to  a  Robin,"  written  when  she  was  eight.  Journalist  Mary  McNamara 
called  her  "a  woman  of  extraordinary  talent  and  determination  who  became  as  great  a 
celebrity  in  her  day  as  J.K.  Rowling  is  in  ours."2  Her  seminal  work,  Little  Women,  was  written 
at  the  request  of  an  editor,  Thomas  Niles. 


Alcott,  Louisa  May.  Various  published  versions  of 
Eight  Cousins. 

Alcott,  Louisa  May.  Holograph  manuscript  of  Eiglit 
Cousins. 


Alcott  generally  just  wrote  one  draft.  Perhaps  she  would  go  through  and  make  minor  changes 
in  the  manuscript  before  publication,  but  she  only  wrote  one  complete  draft. 


Alroll.  Louisa  Mm.  Louisa  Ma\    Hi  oft:  in  Intimate  Anthology 

McNamara,  Mary.Zai  bigel&s  Times.  December 28,  200'). 
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Orson  Scott  Card  [1951-] 

As  a  boy,  Orson  Scott  Card  read  all  the  books  in  the  children's  section  at  the  library  and 
then  sneaked  into  the  adult  section,  where  he  discovered  science  fiction.  He  also  read  about 
history,  politics,  medicine,  archeology,  and  more.  Today  Card  tells  young  writers  that  their 
best  education  is  to  "learn  everything  about  everything"  through  reading.1 


Card,  Orson  Scott.  Three  sheets  of  notes  for  Lost  Boys, 
including  a  manuscript  page  with  feedback  from  an 
expert  in  psychiatry.  With  floppy  disks  containing  versions 
of  Lost  Boys  and  galley  proof.  Also  with  Lost  Boys.  New 
York:  HarperCollins  Publishers,  1992. 


Card  entered  Brigham  Young  University  as  an  archeology  major,  but  switched  to  theater. 
He  served  an  LDS  mission  to  Brazil,  finished  his  Bachelors  and  Masters  degrees,  married 
Kristine  Allen,  and  started  a  family.  The  recession  forced  him  to  take  a  job  in  Greensboro, 
N.C.,  an  experience  he  used  as  the  background  for  his  most  autobiographical  novel,  The  Lost 
Boys  [1992].  Soon  after  the  move,  Card  made  the  leap  to  award-winning,  full-time  author, 
gaining  success  with  works  ranging  from  science  fiction  to  biblical  novels. 


Card,  Orson  Scott.  "Who  Is  Orson  Scott  Card?"  HatrackRiver.com. 
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Lewis  Carroll  (1832-1898) 

Charles  Lutwidge  Dodgson  was  born  in  1 832  in  Cheshire,  England,  third  of  eleven  children  of  the  parish 
curate.  As  a  child,  Dodgson  created  strange  and  imaginative  games  and  made  pets  of  the  unlikeliest  of 
animals.  As  a  grown-up,  Dodgson  became  a  renowned  mathematician,  teaching  at  Oxford  University  and 
famous  for  explaining  difficult  mathematical  concepts  in  terms  that  were  much  easier  to  understand. 


Carroll,  Lewis.  Alice's  Adventures  in  Wonderland.  London: 
Macmillan  and  Company,  1860.  1st  edition. 

Carroll.  Lewis.  Wonderland  Postage  Stamp  Case.  Oxford: 
Emberlin  and  Son,  1890. 

Dodgson,  Charles  L.  Correspondence. 


But  Dodgson  became  even  more  famous  the  world  over  as  Lewis  Carroll,  author  of  the  children's  classics 
Alice 's  Adventures  in  Wonderland  and  Through  the  Looking  Glass,  and  What  Alice  Found  There.  He 
based  Alice  on  a  real  little  girl  named  Alice  Liddell,  to  whom  he  loved  to  tell  stories.  Dodgson  made  lasting 
friendships  with  many  of  his  young  fans  and  corresponded  with  several. 
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Charles  Dickens  (1812-1870) 

Charles  John  Huffam  Dickens  was  born  in  1812  in  Portsmouth,  England.  A  voracious  reader, 
Dickens  read  to  escape  his  family's  financial  suffering  and  to  nourish  a  thriving  imagination. 
Dickens'  early  education  halted  when  his  father  entered  debtors'  prison  in  1824.  He  was  soon 
released,  and  Dickens  returned  to  school,  but  the  experience  affected  him  indelibly. 


Dickens,  Charles.  Letter  to  Georgina  Hogarth,  sister-in- 
law,  23  May  1861.  With  signed  holographic  quotation  about 
the  death  of  Little  Nell  from  The  Old  Curiosity  Shop  ( 1841 ). 

Dickens,  Charles.  Letter  to  Angus  Fletcher,  14  April 
1840.  Inserted  with  envelope  into  The  Posthumous  Papers 
of  the  Pickwick  Cluh.  London:  Chapman  and  Hall,  1837. 
1st  ed. 


At  sixteen  Dickens  became  a  journalist  and  wrote  for  various  newspapers.  In  1833  he  published 
his  first  story,  "A  Dinner  at  Poplar  Walk."  He  quickly  published  others  (some  under  the  pen- 
name  "Boz")  and  his  literary  career  blossomed.  In  1836  he  gained  huge  success  from  the  serial 
publication  of  The  Posthumous  Papers  of  the  Pickwick  Club.  By  age  29  Dickens  had  become  the 
most  popular  author  in  Britain. 

As  evidenced  in  the  publication  of  successive  powerful  novels,  Dickens  felt  passionate  about 
improving  the  conditions  of  the  poor.  He  specifically  wrote  A  Christmas  Carol  (1843)  to  motivate 
readers  to  social  change.  He  spent  his  life  writing  almost  constantly.  In  1870  Dickens  had  begun 
to  serially  publish  his  last  novel,  The  Mystery  of  Edwin  Drood,  when  he  died  of  a  stroke. 


21 


/*£*« 


iX* 


k,  /tit. 


r«25   ■  ': 


^^ 

^ 

^^ 

^^H 

^^^M 

/       ,  ~ 

*%, 

^        ^     ^<           '^'< 

V    '  ^     *•  ,.  %<*    «*-     ^.r 

Arthur  Conan  Doyle  (1859-1930) 

Sir  Arthur  Ignatius  Conan  Doyle  is  best  known  for  creating  Sherlock  Holmes. 
However,  he  wrote  many  books  besides  mysteries,  including  historical  and  science 
fiction  novels.  Born  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  Doyle  studied  medicine  at  Edinburgh 
University.  His  writings  about  the  South  African  Boer  War,  where  he  served  as  a 
doctor,  earned  him  a  knighthood  in  1902. 


A  Study  in  Scarlet  (1890).  The  White  Company 
(1891).  The  Adventures  of  Sherlock  Holmes  (1892), 
The  Refugees:  A  Tale  of  Two  Continents  (1893),  and 
The  Return  of  Sherlock  Holmes  (1907).  With  the 
holograph  manuscript  of  The  Refugees:  A  Tale  of 
Two  Con  tinen  ts.  1 89 1 . 


Doyle  published  his  first  story,  "The  Mystery  of  Sasassa  Valley,"  in  1879;  in  1887 
he  published  his  first  mystery  involving  Sherlock  Holmes,  A  Study  in  Scarlet.  After 
several  sequels,  Doyle  feared  he  would  be  known  only  as  the  creator  of  Sherlock 
Holmes,  so  he  wrote  a  story  in  which  both  Holmes  and  the  evil  Professor  Moriarty 
die.  Fans  rebelled.  Doyle  gave  in  and  wrote  more  stories  about  Holmes,  but  he 
turned  his  chief  focus  to  historical  fiction  and  other  interests.  Doyle  died  in  1930 
in  Sussex,  England. 
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Jessica  Doy  George  (t  976  - ) 


Jessica  Day  George  has  always  wanted  to  be  an  author.  A  voracious  reader,  she  keeps  a 
paperback  in  her  purse  at  all  times.  Raised  in  Idaho,  she  went  to  Brigham  Young  University 
where  she  majored  in  Humanities  and  Comparative  Literature.  While  a  student,  she  worked 
at  the  Harold  B.  Lee  Library. 

She  enjoyed  her  major  because  she  was  able  to  read  constantly,  and  felt  that  it  would  provide 
her  with  material  for  her  writing  career.  She  took  four  years  of  German,  three  years  of 
Norwegian,  and  even  some  Old  Norse  for  the  same  reason. 


George,  Jessica  Day.  Dragon  Slippers.  New  York: 
Bloomsbury  Children's  Books,  2007.  With  Le  Bal  des 
Dragons.  Trans.  Laurc  Mistral.  France:  Editions  Albin 
Michel,  20 1 0.  With  Scarpettc  di  drago.  Trans.  Francesca 
Flore.  Italy:  Edizoni  Picmme  Spa,  2009. 

George,  Jessica  Day.  Dragon  flight.  London:  Bloomsbury 
Children's  Books,  2008. 


She  never  considered  the  fact  that  she  might  not  be  a  published  writer,  and  patiently  held 
down  a  variety  of  jobs  while  writing  and  waiting  for  the  acceptance  letter  that  she  knew 
would  come. 

Bloomsbury  Publishing  made  an  offer  for  Dragon  Slippers  shortly  after  she  completed  the 
first  draft.  Dragon  Slippers  was  published  in  2007  with  Italian  and  French  versions  following 
in  2009  and  2010.  She  has  been  writing  steadily  for  Bloomsbury  since  that  time. 
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Robert  Graves  ( 1 895-  1  985) 


Robert  Graves  was  born  in  1895.  When  WWI  started,  Graves  was  horrified  by  the  German 
attack  upon  neutral  Belgium.  Even  though  he  was  a  pacifist,  he  joined  the  military.  While  in 
the  War,  he  wrote  poetry.  He  became  one  of  16  young  British  poets  called  the  Poets  of  the 
Great  War.  The  group  was  honored  for  their  work  in  Poets  Corner  of  Westminster  Abbey.  In 
1985  when  the  memorial  was  unveiled,  Graves  was  the  only  poet  still  alive. 

In  I  929  Graves  wrote  his  bestselling  memoir  of  WWI,  Goodbye  to  All  That.  While  Graves 
continued  to  write  poetry,  he  became  interested  in  history  and  mythology.  He  wrote  criticism 
and  branched  into  fiction.  /,  Claudius  was  his  best-known  novel.  Published  in  1934,  it  was 
made  into  a  BBC  miniseries  in  1976. 


Correspondence  between  Robert  Graves  and  Derek 
Savage,  I  943- 1 960.  •  Robert  Craves  Copyright  Trust 


Robert  Graves  was  very  generous  about  mentoring  young  writers.  Derek  Savage  was  one  of 
those  writers.  Perry  Special  Collection's  letters  from  Robert  Graves  to  Derek  Savage  date  from 
1 943- 1 960  The  first  letter  is  addressed  to  "Mr.  Savage"  and  evaluates  the  poems  that  Savage 
had  sent.  As  time  goes  on,  the  tone  of  the  letters  change.  "Mr.  Savage"  becomes  "Savage" 
and  then  "Derek."  The  signature  goes  from  "Robert  Graves"  to  "We  all  send  love,  Robert." 
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Zane  Grey (1872-1939) 

Pearl  Zane  Gray  was  born  on  January  31,  1872  in  Zanesville,  Ohio.  His  father  was 
authoritarian  and  worked  his  sons  hard  and  in  a  way  that  would  be  considered 
abusive  today. 


He  married  Lina  (Dolly)  Roth  in  November  1904.  They  went  on  a  cross  country  trip 
for  their  honeymoon.  It  was  his  first  exposure  to  the  areas  which  would  dominate  his 
writing.  Dolly  was  an  important  part  of  his  writing  process,  providing  stability  and 
encouragement  during  the  bleak  periods  of  depression  that  he  had  throughout  his 
life. 

Grey's  love  for  fishing  and  the  outdoors  led  to  a  lucrative  side  career  writing  for 
nature  magazines.  He  was  often  able  to  finance  his  fishing  and  adventure  trips 
through  funds  that  outdoors  magazines  gave  him  in  exchange  for  pieces  that  he  wrote 
about  his  travels. 


Grey,  Zane.  Riders  of  the  Purple  Sage.  New  York: 
Harper  &  Brothers,  1912  and  The  Lone  Star  Ranger. 
New  York:  Harper  &  Brothers,  1918  and  Zane  Grey's 
The  Ranger.  New  York:  Dell  Publishing,  1949. 

Photo  of  Zane  Grey's  Lackawaxen,  Pennsylvania 
home  and  sheets  of  Zane  Grey  stationary. 


Grey's  books  made  excellent  western  movies  and  his  relationship  with  silent  pictures 
began  in  1916.  When  the  talkies  started,  he  became  disillusioned  with  filmmaking. 
However,  his  novels  were  still  in  demand  onscreen.  In  1918  the  Grey  family  moved  to 
California.  Grey  remained  in  California  until  his  death  on  October  23,  1939. 
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Edward  Bulwer  Lytton  (1803-1873) 

Born  in  London,  Edward  George  Earle  Lytton  Bulwer  Lytton,  1st  Baron  Lytton,  was 
a  novelist,  poet,  playwright,  and  politician.  he  excelled  as  a  young  student.  he  was  a 
great  reader  and  discovered  a  taste  for  the  romantic  adventure  novels  and  poetry  of 

HIS  DAY. 

Lytton  published  his  own  first  volume  of  poetry  at  age  17,  and  there  began  the  career 
of  one  of  the  most  popular  writers  of  the  victorian  age.  phrases  from  his  many  works 
have  come  into  everyday  usage,  such  as,  "the  great  unwashed,"  and  "the  pen  is  mightier 
than  the  sword."  he  also  created  the  famous  opening  line,  "it  was  a  dark  and  stormy 

NIGHT." 


i)h  \\\  l\cs  for  \  uuol  s  \()\  els  by  edward  bli 
Lytton,  dates  i  nknown. 


Known  (and  sometimes  vilified)  today  for  his  purple  prose,  Lytton's  novels  were 
surpassed  in  popularity  during  his  lifetime  only  by  those  of  charles  dlckens. 


Aubrey  Mace  (1978-  ) 

Mace  attended  LDS  Business  College  and  Utah  State  University.  She  wrote  her  first  short  story  while 
a  student  at  USU.  She  wrote  four  novels  before  Spare  Change  was  published.  In  2009  her  Young 
Adult  novel,  My  Fairy  Grandmother  was  published.  Her  holiday  novel  Santa  Maybe  also  appeared. 
Santa  Maybe  was  nominated  for  a  2009  Whitney  Award.  Mace's  Spare  Change  won  a  2008  Whitney 
Award.  The  Whitney  Awards  are  named  in  honor  of  O.F.  Whitney  whose  discourse  "Home  Literature" 
talked  about  the  Miltons  and  Shakespeares  who  would  eventually  come  out  of  the  Mormon  faith. 
The  Whitneys  honor  fiction  by  LDS  authors.  They  are  sponsored  and  endorsed  by  LDStorymakers,  a 
guild  for  LDS  writers.  Mace  is  a  member  of  LDStorymakers. 


Mace,  Aubrey.  Santa  Maybe.  Springville,  UT:  Cedar 
Fort,  2009. 

Mace,  Aubrey.  Notebooks  and  note  cards  for  Santa 
Maybe. 


Mace  uses  notebooks  to  write  portions  of  her  drafts.  What  she  does  not  use,  she  crosses  out.  Mace 
likes  to  attach  stickers  and  fortunes  from  fortune  cookies  to  her  pages  to  encourage  her  as  she 
writes. 

Mace  works  in  the  medical  field  and  does  her  writing  at  night  and  on  the  weekends.  She  lives  in 
Sandy,  Utah. 


Lucas  Malet  (1852-1931) 

Mary  St  Leger  Kingsley  was  born  in  Hampshire,  England,  daughter  of  novelist  and  social  reformer 
Reverend  Charles  Kingsley,  and  niece  and  cousin  to  two  other  Kingsley  authors.  In  1  876  she 
married  Reverend  William  Harrison,  but  the  marriage  was  unhappy  and  childless;  the  couple  soon 
separated. 

Kingsley  combined  two  little-known  family  names  into  Lucas  Malet  as  her  pseudonym.  Success  came 
with  her  second  novel,  Colonel  Enderby's  Wife  (1  885),  which  dealt  with  a  failed  marriage.  Her  novels 
were  intelligent,  daring,  and  sometimes  controversial,  based  on  educated  and  artistic  characters 
who  confronted  philosophical  problems  and  social  issues. 


Malet.  Lucas.  Colonel  Enderbys  Wife  (1  885).  London:  Kegan        Mary  Harrison  spent  much  of  her  |ater  |jfe  jn  France  as  part  0f  high  literary  Circles,  but  died  in  Wales 
jl.  Trench  &  Company.  1  885,  .mil  holograph  manuscript  of 


Paul,  Trench  &  Company,  1  885,  and  holograph  manuscript 

Colonel  Enderbys  Wife.  ca.  1  885.  in  1931 
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H.B.  Moore  (1 970-  ) 


Heather  B.  Moore  was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  but  grew  up  in  Orem,  Utah.  Her  family  also  spent 
time  in  the  Middle  East.  In  1 994,  she  returned  there  with  her  husband. 

Writing  historical  novels,  Moore  focuses  on  tales  from  The  Book  of  Mormon.  She  is  currently 
writing  a  series  of  books  dealing  with  Abinadi,  Alma,  Alma  the  Younger  and  Ammon.  Alma  the 
Younger  was  published  in  June  2010. 


Letter  from  editor  about  Alma  the  Younger,  2009  and 
Moore.  H,  B.  Alma  the  Younger,  American  Fork,  Utah:  Covenant 
Communications.  20 1 0.  and  Character  Sketches  list  the 
characters  in  Alma  the  Younger  with  a  brief  description. 


The  List  of  Characters  is  for  H.B.  Moore's  novel,  Alma  the  Younger.  It  is  a  list  of  names  with  brief 
information  about  the  character  rather  than  a  full-blown  sketch.  Some  authors  write  extensive 
sketches  about  the  mam  characters  that  might  even  touch  upon  the  plot  of  the  book. 

Moore  is  involved  in  professional  organizations  including  The  League  of  Utah  Writers  and 

LDStorymakers. 


II 


Leslie  Norris  (1921-2006) 

Norris  was  born  in  Merthyr  Tydfil,  Wales  in  1921.  His  father,  George  William  Norris,  was  an 
intelligent  man  and  an  avid  reader.  Norris  was  influenced  by  his  father's  love  of  reading  and 
followed  his  example. 

Norris  taught  writing  in  England  for  many  years  and  became  good  friends  with  fine 
British  and  Welsh  poets  like  poet  laureate  Ted  Walker.  Norris  was  eventually  elected  to 
both  the  Welsh  Academy  and  England's  Royal  Academy  of  Literature.  Norris  had  a  rich 
correspondence  with  Welsh  and  English  writers  that  included  not  only  letters,  but  poetry  as 
well. 

Norris  began  doing  writer-in-residence  programs  in  the  United  States.  In  1983  he  and  his 
wife,  Kitty,  came  to  Provo  for  what  was  initially  a  short  stint  as  writer-in-residence.  BYU  and 
Norris  were  such  a  good  fit  that  Provo  became  their  home  until  their  deaths.  He  was  a  much 
loved  figure  at  Brigham  Young  University  and  became  the  poet-in-residence  of  BYU.  The 
university's  support  made  it  possible  for  Norris  to  concentrate  on  his  writing. 

"The  Vaynor  Valley"  that  appears  in  Leslie  Norris,  The  Complete  Poems  is  different  than 
this  version  done  in  calligraphy.  Part  of  Leslie's  process  as  a  poet  often  involved  intricate 
Norris,  Leslie.  "The  Vaynor  Valley."  Calligraphy.  holographs  like  these  three  pages. 
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Aprilynne  Pike  (1982- ) 

Bom  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Aprilynne  Pike  has  liued  in  Arizona  and  Idaho  as  well  as  Utah.  Since  she  was 
a  child  she  has  enjoyed  creatiue  writing.  She  has  a  degree  in  creatiue  writing  from  Lewis  and  Clark 
State  College  in  Lewiston,  Idaho. 

Discouraged  by  one  rejection  notice  after  another,  Pike  had  decided  that  she  would  need  to  giue  up 
writing  and  find  paid  employment.  As  she  was  putting  together  this  plan,  she  receiued  a  phone  call 
from  her  Literary  agent.  Wings  Uo6  been  sold. 

Like  other  current  authors,  Pike  realises  the  benefit  of  web  2.0  technologies  in  letting  readers  know 
about  upcoming  euents.  She  currently  has  RSS  feed,  LiueJournal,  MySpace,  Twitter,  and  Facebook 
accounts.  Her  website  was  designed  by  her  husband  and  he  submits  the  majority  of  entries.  Each 
entry  has  a  photo  of  whoeuer  submitted  it  to  make  authorship  clear  to  the  readers.  Aprilynne 
also  has  a  blog  that  is  part  of  the  website.  The  blog  is  what  she  places  on  her  LiueJournal  page. 
Her  website  is  a  good  mixture  of  information  from  biography  to  book  tours  and  FA&  She  also  has 
website  for  Aprilynne  Pifee.  Aprilynnepifee.com  excellent  links  to  outside  sources  that  explain  things  in  her  life. 
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Beatrix  Potter  (1866-1943) 


Born  to  a  wealthy  English  family,  Helen  Beatrix  Potter  enlivened  a  protected  childhood 
with  pets  and  summer  holidays  in  England's  Lake  District.  She  began  drawing  her  pets  and 
making  up  stories  about  them  at  an  early  age.  When  as  an  adult  no  one  would  publish  her 
stories,  she  paid  for  the  publication  of  The  Tale  of  Peter  Rabbit  in  1901.  Its  popularity  caught 
the  attention  of  publisher  Frederick  Warne,  with  whom  she  published  many  more  books. 

Beatrix's  love  for  nature  motivated  her  to  buy  a  farm  in  the  north  of  England.  In  1913  she 
married  a  local  solicitor,  William  Heelis.  As  her  illustrated  animal  stories  attained  great 
success,  she  began  buying  nearby  farms  which  she  donated  to  the  National  Trust  in  order  to 
preserve  the  wild  beauty  of  the  Lake  District. 


Potter,  Beatrix.  A  Tale  of  Two  Bad  Mice.  London: 
Frederick  Warne  and  Company,  1904. 

Potter,  Beatrix.  "Bedtime,"  original  pen  and  ink 
drawing,  24  February  1893. 


For  the  rest  of  her  life  she  wrote  books,  drew  and  painted.  She  was  also  a  farmer,  breeder, 
and  conservationist. 


Photo  credit:  The  Beatrix  Potter  Society. 
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Jcmcttc  Rallison  (1966- ) 


Janette  Rallison  was  raised  in  Pullman,  Washington  and  currently  lives  in  Chandler,  Arizona  with 
her  husband  and  five  children.  While  she  recalls  writing  since  the  age  of  six,  publication  is  a  more 
recent  thing.  Her  early  novels  were  romances  and  science  fiction  published  by  LDS  companies. 
Rallison  published  under  the  name  of  Sierra  St.  James.  She  submitted  a  teen  novel  to  a  Mormon 
publisher,  and  it  was  rejected.  After  deleting  Mormon  references,  Rallison  submitted  it  to  a 
national  book  company  and  her  mainstream  publishingcareerwas  launched.  Her  latest  novel  is 
OWy  Double  Xife.  The  first  pages  are  very  different  of  the  three  drafts.  The  pop  star's  name  also 
changed  from  Kari  King  to  Kari  Hale  to  Kari  Kingsley.  The  title  of  the  book,  faking  It,  was  changed 
to  !My  Double  Xife.  The  book  was  published  in  May  2010. 

Rallison,  Jeanette.  My  Double  life.  New  York:  G.P. 
Putnam's,  2010. 

Rallison,  Jeanette.  Drafts  1,2,  and  3  forsaking  It,  2009.         Rallison  is  currently  at  work  on  a  sequel  to  her  popular  novel,  JAy  (fair  godmother. 
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Christina  Rossetti  (1830-1894) 


The  Poeiical  Works  of  Christina  Georgina  Rossetti. 
London:  MacMillan.  1904. 


Rossetti.  Christina.  Holograph  manuscript  of  "Sirs.  Ye 
Are  Brethren."  1870. 


Born  in  London,  England,  Christina  Georgina  Rossetti  was  the  fourth  child  of  Gabriele 
Rossetti  and  Frances  Polidori.  Their  home  was  open  to  Italian  scholars  and  revolutionaries, 
and  the  Rossetti  children  grew  into  intelligent,  artistic  adults. 

Christina  published  her  first  poems  at  seventeen.  At  this  time  her  brother,  Dante  Gabriel 
Rossetti,  and  his  friends  formed  the  Pre-Raphaelite  Brotherhood,  English  painters  and  poets 
who  sought  to  revive  the  old  Italian  style.  Though  the  organization  influenced  Christina's 
work,  it  did  not  define  her.  When  the  Brotherhood  disbanded.  Christina  was  grounded  in  her 
own  work  which  produced  imaginative  and  devotional  poetry.  Her  best  known  work.  "Goblin 
Market"  (1862),  is  admired  for  its  depth  and  complexity.  She  rarely  wrote  of  contemporary 
issues,  but  "The  German-French  Campaign,"  part  one  of  which  is  "Sirs,  Ye  are  Brethren," 
was  an  exception. 

Acclaimed  during  her  lifetime  as  the  successor  to  Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning  and  later  as 
one  of  the  greatest  Victorian  poets.  Christina  lived  a  quiet  life  marked  with  illness.  She  died 
of  breast  cancer  in  London  in  1 894. 
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Robert  Louis  Stevenson  (1850-1894) 

The  author  of  such  classics  as  Treasure  Island  (1883),  The  Strange  Case  ofDrJekyllandMr 
Hyde  (1886),  and  Kidnapped  (1886),  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  was  born  in  Edinburgh, 
Scotland,  in  1850.  Though  he  described  his  childhood  as  golden,  Stevenson  was  sickly  and 
did  not  learn  to  read  until  he  was  eight.  Still,  he  dictated  stories  to  his  mother  and  his  nurse. 

At  age  sixteen  he  published  his  first  work,  a  historical  essay  about  a  Scottish  uprising. 
Stevenson  battled  illness  throughout  his  life  but  did  not  allow  this  to  stop  him  from 
traveling  around  the  globe  and  writing  about  it  in  his  fiction  and  nonfiction. 

An  inland  Voyage  (1878),  Kidnapped  (1886),  The  Strange       When  writer's  cramp  threatened  to  stop  his  pen  in  1 892,  Stevenson  dictated  to  his 
Case  ofDrJekyllandMr  Hyde  (1886),  Treasure  hland  stepdaughter,  Isobel  Osbourne.  Stevenson  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  living  in  Samoa, 

(1883),  The  Blaek  Arrow  (1888),  and  a  holograph  letter  to  f         6         '  f  J  & 

his  mother,  Margaret  Stevenson,  October  1878.  where  he  died  in  1894  of  a  cerebral  hemorrhage. 
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\\  illiam  Makepeace  Thackeray  (1811   1863) 

Born  in  India.  W  illiam  Makepeace  Thackeraj  moved  to  England  at  age  fi\<\  Uter  attending 
several  schools,  Thackeraj  decided  his  besl  education  would  come  through  reading  and  travel, 
lie  began  his  writing  career  l>\  contributing  to  newspapers  about  his  travels. 


TitmarshPM.  L  (Thackeray.  William  Make 
Street.  London:  Chapman  and  Hall,  1848. 


Thacke 

1  1848 


Thackeraj  led  a  dissipated  life  until  he  married  Isabella  Shawe  in  [836.  To  support  his  family, 
Thackeraj  began  writing  in  earnest.  His  wife's  illness  and  depression  initialed  Thackeray's 
lifelong  studj  ofwomen  in  \  ictorian  England,  and  his  creating  memorable  female  characters  i 
I  ani/r  Fair,  The  History  of  Henry  Esmond,  Esq.,  and  others,  \rtisl  as  well  as  author,  Thackeray 
often  illustrated  his  own  work,  as  seen  opposite  with  the  original  watercolor  intended  for 
Our  Street  and  the  much  altered  published  version. 


•onirics,  including Cha 


Thackeraj  contributed  critiques  of  the  writing  of  his  contem] 

and  Edward  Bulwer  Lytton.  Thackeray s  lifetime  output  was  so  great  that  ik 

bibliographj  of  his  writings  has  been  compiled.  He  died  of  a  stroke  in  1863. 
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Douglas  Thayer  (1929-  ) 


Douglas  Thayer  was  born  in  1929  in  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah,  but  grew  up  in  Provo.  He  served 
in  the  U.S.  Army  in  Germany  following  World  War  II,  returning  later  to  fill  a  mission  for 
The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints.  He  earned  a  BA  in  English  from  Brigham 
Young  University,  an  MA  at  Stanford  University,  and  an  MFA  in  fiction  writing  from  the 
University  of  Iowa. 

Thayer  writes  on  themes  from  Mormon  culture  and  faith.  His  Under  the  Cottonwoods  is 
considered  a  Mormon  classic.  He  teaches  fiction  writing  at  BYU  and  is  married  to  Donlu 
DeWitt.  They  have  six  children  and  several  grandchildren. 


Douglas  Thayer's  fishing  hat. 

Thayer,  Douglas.  Notes  in  a  3x5  card  system, 
working  notes,  and  working  draft  for  The 
Conversion  of  Jeff  Williams  (2003). 


Thayer  writes  a  first  draft  from  notes,  jotting  down  more  notes  as  he  writes,  later  entering 
these  on  3x5  cards.  He  reduces  the  finished  single-spaced  draft  (two  pages  per  sheet), 
spreads  it  out  on  library  tables,  and  enters  the  3x5  notes  in  the  margins  as  a  basis  for  the 
next  draft.  He  continues  this  process  "until  there  aren't  any  more  notes,"  a  story  taking 
twelve  to  fifteen  drafts  and  a  novel  six  to  eight. 


G.G.  Vandagriff  (1947-  ) 


Always  a  voracious  reader,  G.G.  Vandagriff  loves  books.  She  was,  however,  told  bv  a  Stanford 
professor  that  she  would  need  to  give  up  her  religion  to  be  a  successful  writer.  Instead 
of  giving  up  Mormonism,  she  gave  up  writing.  She  became  involved  with  international 
relations  and  finance,  receiving  a  master's  degree  in  international  relations.  While  her 
young  children  slept,  Vandagriff  returned  to  her  love  of  writing.  Eventually  she  and  her 
husband  and  children  spent  16  years  in  the  Missouri  Ozarks.  Three  of  her  published  books. 
along  with  outlines  for  three  others,  come  from  this  time  period. 

Cankered  Pools.  ()/  Deadly  Descent,  Tangled  Routs,  and  Poisoned  Pedigree  are  four  of  Vandagriff 's 
five  Alex  and  Briggie  genealogical  novels.  The  Arthurian  Omen  is  a  tale  of  murder  and 
suspense  surrounding  an  ancient  document  concerning  the  Arthurian  Legend.  The  Last 
Wall'-  follows  one  woman's  life  from  WW'I  through  Hitler's  conquest  of  Austria, 


Five  of  G.G.  Vandagriff 's  seven  books. 
Vandagriff,  (,.(,.  Charai  ter  Sketches  an 
promotional  materials. 


While  she  made  her  name  with  her  genealogy  mysteries,  The  Last  Waltz  and  the  forthcoming 
Discovering  Annika  are  a  departure  from  that  genre.  She  considers  them  more  literary  works. 
She  is  currently  researching  and  writing  a  book  with  the  working  title  Crazy  Ladies  that  she 
hopes  to  publish  in  201  1. 


Jack  Weyland  (1  940- ) 

Born  in  1940  in  Butte,  Montana,  Jack  Weyland  graduated  from  Montana  State  University. 
Then  he  served  a  mission  for  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  in  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania.  After  his  mission,  he  went  to  Brigham  Young  University  and  completed 
a  PhD  in  Physics. 

While  doing  postdoctoral  summer  research  at  BYU,  he  took  a  creative  writing 
correspondence  course  and  decided  to  write  a  short  story  for  The  New  Era.  It  was 
accepted  and  he  had  a  good  rate  of  acceptance  with  future  stories. 

After  unsuccessful  attempts  with  a  screenplay  and  a  play,  Weyland  set  the  goal  of  writing 
a  novel.  The  result  was  Charly.  It  was  the  beginning  of  an  ever-growing  market  for 
Mormon  literature.  Since  that  time  Weyland  has  continued  to  write,  publishing  over  three 
dozen  books  and  over  50  short  stories. 


Letters  from  Deseret  Book  to  Jack  Weyland. 


The  first  letter  in  the  Perry  Special  Collections  Jack  Weyland  Papers  that  Deseret  Book 
sent  Weyland  was  dated  August  1 0,  1 979.  By  March  1 0,  1 980,  Weyland  had  completed 
re-writes,  the  manuscript  had  been  edited,  and  a  release  date  was  scheduled  prior  to 
April  5,  1980,  when  General  Conference  was  held  that  year. 
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Walt  Whitman  (1819-1892) 


Born  in  1819  in  Long  Island,  New  York,  Walt  Whitman  was  the  second  of  nine  children.  He 
was  educated  in  local  public  schools  and  apprenticed  to  a  printer,  which  led  to  his  becoming  a 
scrupulous  proofreader. 

Whitman  filled  a  variety  of  positions  in  his  life,  including  schoolteacher,  political  campaigner, 
writer,  editor,  newspaper  publisher,  hospital  volunteer,  army  paymaster,  and  official  in  the 
Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs.  His  early  writing  gained  little  attention.  It  wasn't  until  he  self- 
published  Leaves  of  Grass  in  1855  that  this  changed. 


Whitman,  Walt.  Holograph 
States,"  16  March  1880. 


ript  of  "The  Prairie 


Whitman,  Walt.  The  Complete  Writings  of  Walt  Whitman. 
New  York:  G.P.  Putnam's  Sons,  1902. 
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Whitman  volunteered  in  army  hospitals  as  a  nurse  during  the  American  Civil  War,  an 
experience  that  produced  several  war  poems  and  sketches.  Whitman's  writing  never  made 
much  money  and  he  was  sometimes  supported  by  subscriptions  collected  by  author  friends 
and  admirers  (including  Mark  Twain,  Henry  James,  Robert  Louis  Stevenson).  He  died  in 
Camden,  New  Jersey,  in  1892,  having  become  one  of  the  greatest  poets  of  his  age. 
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Orson  F.  Whitney  (1885-1931) 


Whitney,  Orson  F.  Holograph  of 
Elias:    Canto   Ten   and  "Mother,  Heart  of 
Gold,"  pamphlet,  and  Whitney  pamphlet 
of  "Invictus"  by  William  Ernest  henley 
and  "The  Soul's  Captain"  by  Orson  F. 
Whitney. 


Born  in  Salt  Lake  City,  Orson  F.  Whitney  had  a  varied  career.  Employed 
in  journalism,  politics,  education,  history,  literature  and  theology, 
Whitney  was  called  to  serve  in  The  Quorum  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  of 
The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  at  the  age  of  fifty. 
His  writings  include  hymns,  histories,  and  poetry. 

When  William  Ernest  Henley's  poem  "Invictus"  was  published,  Whitney 
felt  strongly  that  God,  not  man,  was  in  charge  and  wrote  his  rebuttal, 
"The  Soul's  Captain." 

In  1888  while  serving  as  a  bishop,  Whitney  gave  an  address  at  the 
Y. M.M.I. A.  Conference  entitled  "Home  Literature."  A  seminal  lecture 
on  Mormon  Literature,  Whitney  claims,  "We  will  yet  have  Miltons  and 
Shakespeares  of  our  own.  God's  ammunition  is  not  exhausted.  His 
brightest  spirits  are  held  in  reserve  for  the  latter  times.  In  God's 
name  and  by  his  help  we  will  build  up  a  literature  whose  top  shall 
touch  heaven,  though  its  foundations  may  now  be  low  in  earth." 
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